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Amendments in the Claims 

1. (Currently Amended): A node device for connecting a plurality of networks at least 
one of said plurality of networks having higher speed transmission lines than other transmission 
lines in the plurality of networks , said node device comprising: 

a plurality of input units for respectively inputting day^from first transmission 
lines installed in each of said plurality of networks; 

a plurality of output unite for respectively* o 
lines installed in each of said plurality of networks; 

a first switching unit for switchi^^^idata inl& from said in] 
output units; and 

a control unit transmitting 1 ^ Ssakhe informatio 
having higher speed transmission lines 
occurs in the hi gher sp eej 




second transmission 



ts to said 



vig. the at l e ast on e n e twork 
input unit when trouble 
ality of networks, 



plurality of ng^ita to 
txmmnwffln lin e s 



the transmission line shared by said 
speed transmission lines among said first 
ission speed than other input units. 



2. (On^jJ}: The nJgfc device according to claim 1, wherein at least one of said input 
units has transmissi8§^ffl#!s that differ from those of the other input units, and at least one of 
said output units has tfSnsmission speeds that differ from those of the other output units. 
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3. (Original): The node device according to claim 1, wherein the output unit that outputs 
data to a transmission line shared by said plurality of networks among said second transmission 
lines has a higher transmission speed than other output units. 




data to second transmission 



input^Erom said input units to said 



4. (Currently Amended) A node device for connecting a pluijj&Jy of networks, at least 
one of said networks having higher speed transmission lines _thanrafler transmission lines in the 
plurality of networks , said node device comprising: 

a plurality of input units for respectrj 
lines installed in each of said plurality of network 

a plurality of output units for respective^ 
lines installed in each of said plurality onHm 

a first switching unit for swre 

output units; and ..rf^^^Wlk t& 

a cop^^Loit transits switching%fonnation only via the at l e ast on e n e twork 
having h^gher&^^l ha^^^S^^^^^^^r trouble has occurred in the higher speed 
transmission lines sn^^^^saia^wgUty of networks, 

wherein an i|||t unit Jpat inputs data from the transmission line shared by said 
plurality of nifraHks to beMitput to the higher speed transmission lines amonQ said first 
timomiogioa rfae^l^^ ^^^ r transmission speed than other input units; and 

a memory unit for storing ring construction information that indicates that said 
first transmission lines and said second transmission lines connect to which of said plurality of 
networks; 
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a transmission unit for producing topology information, squelch information and 
switching information concerning each of said plurality of networks on the basis of said ring 
construction information for each of the corresponding networks, and transmitting said topology 
information, said squelch information and said switching information via said output units; and 

a second switching unit for performing processing incly^gg switching operations 
and bridging operations on the basis of said switching infonnatio| 



5. (Currently Amended): A node device for < 
one of said plurality of networks having higher ! 
lines in the plurality of networks , said node device comp 

a plurality of input units ^^^gectively k 
lines installed in each of said plurality of ne 
a pluralit: 

lines installed in eeiQ}$mmd pluiHiv of network 



a plurality ^^^orks, at least 
lines than othe 

from first transmission 



output 




data to second transmission 



the data input from said input units to said 



higher spi 
occurred in said 



switching information only via th e n e twork having 
s and at least one higher speed input unit when trouble has 
transmission lines shared by said plurality of networks, 
whereiff an input unit that inputs data from the transmission line shared by said 
plurality of networks to be output to the higher speed transmission lines among said fiTst 
tranomiooion linoo has a higher transmission speed than other input units; and 

a detection unit for detecting trouble in said first transmission lines; and 
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a judgment unit for judging whether or not switching information is to be 
transmitted by said transmission unit to all of the networks to which said shared transmission line 
is connected, or to one of the networks among said networks when said detection unit detects 
trouble in said shared transmission line. 

6. (Original): The node device according to claim 1, saidj^|g device further comprising: 
a multiplexing unit for multiplexing data bv tqfjpg the^f|fjal wrapper method or 
OHBT method, and sending this data to said output J»ts wften data is s^W^ and output to 
said output units from said input units that haxi^^^i^issi^speed lower uwfflhnt of said 

output units. 

wher^ffsaid input units input frame 
i or OHBT method, and said 




